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The deformity of his mind, as drawn by Shakespeare, has
to be adhered to, although history fails to corroborate it.
Richard did not slay Edward, the son of Henry VI, he did
not kill King Henry, he did not murder his Queen, the
Lady.Anne, and there are grave doubts as to his having
been implicated in the deaths of Edward V and his brother,
absolutely no evidence existing that Henry VII did not
find both Princes alive upon his accession. Regarding
Lady Anne, his affection for her was sincere. Legge
says: "She had inspired the dreams of Richard's boyhood,
had been the solace of his hours of care and danger." In
any case the actor may perhaps be allowed to suppose
that inclination and interest went hand in hand, or that,
at all events, Richard would be too clever a dissimulator
to jeopardise the result of his wooing by senseless buffoon-
ery, and that, supposing such a scene possible, it would
take great apparent sincerity to win even so frail and
gentle a creature as the Lady Anne by the body of her
dead husband's father and the memory of that dead hus-
band green in her heart.

When Richard fought at the battle of Tewkesbury and
then, according to popular tradition, hastened to London
to dispatch Henry, he was only nineteen years of age.
The actor has taken the liberty of seizing upon this fact
to contrast Richard in his earlier and more careless days
(his strength, his vast ambition, his imperial mind and
reckless courage all fresh in him) with the haggard, con-
science-stricken and careworn tyrant Shakespeare paints
him fourteen years later.

Shortly after the battle of Tewkesbury, Edward and
Richard came to London, Elizabeth Woodville, the wife
of Edward, taking up her residence in the Tower, while
Edward marched on toward Canterbury to crush Falcon-
bridge. It is after the entrance of Elizabeth and her
train, that we first see Richard, who, if he stayed behind
to slay Henry VI (in ward in prison in the Tower of Lon-
don) must have lost no time in the execution of that deed,
for Henry VI died on a Tuesday night, the 21st of May,
between eleven and twelve of the clock, and we hear of